14 April 2009

Athletes and Olympians

4 July – 30 August 2009 

Sporting heroes and heroines adorn the walls of Cheltenham Art Gallery & Museum in an exhibition from the National Portrait Gallery, London this summer.  The exhibition opened at the National Portrait Gallery last year and this is its first showing outside London.  

Champions in the athletic field and Olympics from 1904 to 2004 are portrayed through photographic and film images.  These capture British sporting achievements from tennis to running, jumping to cycling and swimming to football.  Past iconic figures include tennis star Kitty Godfrey, who won five Olympic medals, Sir Roger Bannister and Harold Abrahams (the inspiration for the film Chariots of Fire); more recent sporting stars include David Beckham (sleeping in a digital video by Sam Taylor-Wood), Steve Cram, Duncan Goodhew (split screen video by Marty St James and Anne Wilson),Sir Stephen Redgrave, Amir Khan, Dame Kelly Holmes, Paula Radcliffe and Tusha Patel.
Sophia Wilson, Exhibitions & Education Manager, says

This is a fantastic opportunity to see our sporting heroes and heroines face to face in some spectacular images.

Many photographs are taken by some of the best sports and portraiture photographers -  Alexander Bassano, who photographed celebrities of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, including the Royal Family; Michael Birt – his photographs were published in The Times and Sunday Times, Newsweek and the New York Times Magazine and Lord Patrick Lichfield, who has left a legacy of some of the finest twentieth-century images.
A programme of family events organised by the Art Gallery & Museum and Sport and Play department accompanies the exhibition.  Visitors can enjoy film about the Olympics; Wii computer games; gallery trails revealing athletic and Olympic facts, and various art activities.  A leaflet will be out in June with full details and in time to plan for the holidays.
For further details please contact Sophia Wilson, Exhibitions & Education Manager, or Anna Stanway, Marketing & Information Officer, Tel: 01242-237431.

Opening times:


Daily 10.00-5.00 (April – October) 10.00-4.00 (November – March) ▪ First Thursday of each month open from 11.00am ▪ Third Thursday of each month open until 8.00pm ▪  Closed Bank Holidays ▪ Free admission

