Stanley’s Story



Brief for gallery film
Background

In 2011 Cheltenham Art Gallery & Museum will be closed for a major new build.  The building will provide us with a dedicated learning space, a gallery to show our fine art collection, open storage, two exhibition galleries and a multimedia facility for younger audiences as well as much improved shop, lift and other public facilities.  

While we are closed we will continue to provide a lively and innovative offsite programme Off the wall, on the move to maintain our profile and develop new audiences.  Stanley’s Story is part of this programme.  Stanley’s Story is inspired by the painting Village Life or Village Gossip, by Stanley Spencer and is in the collections at Cheltenham Art Gallery & Museum. Throughout 2011, we plan to engage with artists and the local community in a number of activities to remember Stanley Spencer’s time in Gloucestershire.

During the Second World War, the artist Stanley Spencer stayed for almost a year in the Gloucestershire village of Leonard Stanley.  During that time he observed village characters and village life creating several sketch books of life in the village and from two of these produced the painting Village Life or Village Gossip.  (Please see attached illustration.)

The brief:

We are looking for a filmmaker to make a short gallery film (no more than 5 minutes long) as part of this project.

We envisage creating a film of the village focussing on the places linked to the paintings Spencer created there, such as Priory Farm, the White Hart, and the Wool shop, (juxtaposed with some of the finished paintings) and using this with contemporary commentary, possibly using the voices of people from the village now (we have contacts). 
We would also like the film to reflect some of the activity created as a result of the wider Stanley story project including our artist in residence in residence project and drama project with young people (we have stills and other material relating to these).
We are looking for a filmmaker who has experience of making short films aimed at a family audience.  The filmmaker will be expected to work with gallery staff to develop a storyboard. The final film should be available in different formats so it can be shown in the gallery and on u-tube.
Objectives:

· To create a short film aimed at a family audience
· To add to gallery interpretation of Village Life using a means that is distinct from other interpretation eg gallery texts

· To highlight the local/Gloucestershire content of the painting

· To suggest visually the broader creative activity the painting has inspired

Evaluation:

We will evaluate the project specifically as follows:
· Extent to which objectives have been met

· Development of our practice in working with filmmaker – lessons leant

We will also evaluate the film as part of our evaluation for all of Off the wall, on the move. 

This will include:

· gathering information regarding visitor numbers

· visitor participation

· age groups

· previous engagement with the arts

· Cheltenham Art Gallery & Museum profile

· views about this particular project

This will be achieved through the filmmaker writing a short evaluation of the project and Art Gallery & Museum staff collecting data.
Budget
The budget for the project is £2000 including all expenses
Timeframe 
Filming to take place this October/November with film finished by January 2011. 
How to apply. 
Please send a cv, together with dvd/web links to work and an expression of interest to: Helen Brown helen.brown@cheltenham.gov.uk , Cheltenham Art Gallery & Museum, Clarence St., Cheltenham, GL50 3JT by 19 September 2011. The expression of interest should state why you are interested in the project, describe any relevant previous work and how you might approach the project.
For queries please contact paul.mckee@cheltenham.gov.uk, 01242 775710
